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ABSTRACT: This Environmental Evaluation describes the transportation and
environmental impacts associated with transit improvements in the Southwest Corridor to serve
the suburban region southwest of Denver, Colorado.

The proposed action would extend existing light rail service in the Southwest Corridor by 2.5
miles and include and a new station at C-470/Lucent with potential for an Intermediate Station
located near the C-470/Santa Fe Interchange. The purpose of this project is to extend transit
service in the Southwest Corridor to Highlands Ranch, a 22,000-acre master planned
community located in Douglas County. At full build-out around 2015, more than 100,000 people
will reside in Highlands Ranch. The extension is needed to address development and growth in
Douglas County and Highlands Ranch, improve local and regional travel options, address high
travel demand, provide a reliable alternative to the automobile and meet the 2004 voter
mandate to implement FasTracks.

Since federal funding is not connected to this project, National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
compliance and an Environmental Assessment or Environmental Impact Statement is not a
requirement. The Environmental Evaluation (EE) is RTD’s approach to ensure general
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and associated regulations,
regardless of the source of funding, and to ensure equal treatment of all of the FasTracks
Corridors. The EE process will include a community involvement process, alternative analysis
(including a summary of prior studies), identification of potential impacts and recommendations
to minimize and mitigate those impacts. The RTD Board of Directors will use this EE to approve
the selection of the preferred alternative and commit to mitigation measures.

Two alternatives, the No Action and the Build Alternative, are considered in this Environmental
Evaluation. The No Action Alternative is defined and analyzed to provide the baseline against
which the Build Alternative can be compared. The potential impacts of each alternative are
identified in a broad range of environmental categories including land use, zoning and farmland;
social impacts and community facilities; economic development, land acquisition and relocations;
cultural resources; visual and aesthetic resources; parklands and recreational resources; air
quality and energy; noise and vibration; biological resources; natural resources; hazardous
materials; public safety and security; utilities and transportation.

In preparing this document, RTD has coordinated extensively with CDOT, in accordance with
the FasTracks Southwest Corridor Extension: Environmental Study and Intergovernmental
Agreement. Follow-on NEPA documentation, in the form of a Categorical Exclusion, will be
needed to obtain permission from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) for the new
bridge over C-470.

For further information concerning this document, contact:

Susan A. Wood, AICP

Southeast Corridor Project Manager
RTD

1550 Broadway

Denver, CO 80202
Susan.Wood@rtd- fastracks.com.
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PREFACE: This Environmental Evaluation for the Southwest Corridor Extension project has
been prepared in accordance with Regional Transportation District (RTD) guidelines, including
the RTD FasTracks Environmental Methodology Manual, and provides a comparable level of
analysis to environmental documentation prepared for the other FasTracks corridors.

This Environmental Evaluation is organized as follows:

Executive Summary: Provides a summary of the project's definition, purpose and need,
impacts it is expected to cause, and recommended impact mitigation.

Chapter 1: Purpose and Need - Presents a discussion of corridor transportation goals as they
compare to the existing transportation conditions in the local area and the region.

Chapter 2:  Alternatives Considered - Describes the alternatives considered in the
Environmental Evaluation and discusses the bus and rail operating plans.

Chapter 3: Affected Environment, Impacts, and Mitigation - Describes the existing social and
natural environmental conditions in the study area. The discussion provides an understanding
of the environment and resources within the project’s study area. The section also discusses
potential impacts on the built and natural environments. Potential mitigation measures to
address impacts are defined, where appropriate.

Chapter 4: Transportation Impacts - Presents transit and highway impacts that would result
from the No Action and the Preferred Alternatives. Potential mitigation measures to address
impacts are defined where appropriate.

Chapter 5: Public Involvement - Summarizes RTD efforts to solicit agency and public
comments during the Environmental Evaluation process and includes pertinent correspondence.

Chapter 6: References — Presents a list of references used to develop the EE.
Appendix A: Cultural Resource Inventory Form — Prepared for historic railroad bridge.

Appendix B: Public and Agency Comments and Responses — Presents the comments
received on the Draft EE and RTD’s responses to those comments.
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