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Evaluation Results for the LPA

~ LOCAL1Y PREEER ATIVE
90,390,000
+234,000
+361,000

$1.12

1 $17.32
| $5.81

$1.10

Impacts may occur at Platte River, Sand Creek
and other stream crossings. Impacts may aiso
occur where development at new p-n-R locations
such as at 136" and 1-25

Possible indirect impacts at Rocky Mtn Arsenal
due to widening of Hwy 2

- Possibly 7 acres at Swansea Park

- Indirect Impacts:

7 acres of Swansea Park, several trails, one

' school track

Along I-25: possibly 1 acre of greenway, 1 trail, 1
golf course

Along [-76: Platte River trail, Along Hwy 2: 5
acres park at Holly & 69"

.

3 species possible in study area: baid eagle,
Preble’s Jumping Mouse and burrowing owl.
Possible impacts at Platte River, at stream
crossings and locations of stations north of 88"
Ave. and adjacent to untouched lands. Possible
impacts at future park-n-Ride sites along 1-25
(136", 144" and 160"/168" Avenues)

4 Will be analyzed as part of system-wide
4 evaluation

RTD and BRW, Inc.
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Evaluation Results for the LPA

25 s:tes aiong Hwy 2 3 sites along I-25 1 site
Jalong US 85 at 78" Ave., 6 sites along US 85
north of 84" Ave. I3 31tes along 1-25 and 1 site
along US 85 at 78"-Ave. 3 sites along rail
corridor. Impacts to be assessed in greater detail
| in next phase of study.

' None anticipated

-25: 40-50 homes; 20-30 apts, 0-5 businesses \
1-76 and SH 2: 10-20 homes, 0-10 businesses | 1
: Other roadways: 5-10 homes, 0-5 businesses . I
LRT/DMU: 0-5 homes; 0-10 businesses

Total possible: 80-80 homes, 10-30 businesses,
20-30 apartments

- 300 to 1000 homes
20 to 30 apt bldgs
150 to 200 businesses . |

| 1 high school

Impacts to adjacent residences along highways,
roadways and the Boulder Branch)

| Impacts to roadway and driveway access

[

| Higher percentages of low-income and minority

residents live in the southern portion of the study
| area. Therefore, widening and construction along )
SH 2 and $H-224/1-76 may impact these i
populations more than others in those areas. 23
mpacts along [-25 and other corridors would be
distributed more equaily amang all popuiations. :

RTD and BRW, Inc.
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Colorado Transportation Commission
February 13, 2001

RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT THE LOCALLY PREFERRED ALTERNATIVES FOR THE
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT’S US 36, I-225, AND 1-25 NORTH
METRO MAJOR INVESTMENT STUDIES

WHEREAS, the Colorado Transportation Commission (the Commission) has
statutory authority pursuant to §43-1-106, C.R.S. to approve, accept, and
amend various planning documents resulting from Section 135 Title 23 of the
U.S8.C., and §43-1-1101 through 1105 C.R.S.; and '

WHEREAS, the major investment studies {MIS) prepared by the Regional
Transportation District (RTD) for US 36, I-225 and the I-25 North Metro
corridors are considered part of the state and federally required metropolitan

planning organization (MPO) and statewide transportation planning processes;
and

WHEREAS, the Commission has interest in state highways within these study
corridors regarding the recommended improvements and effective integration
with other solutions recommended improvements and effective integration with
other modal solutions recommended in these corridors; and

WHEREAS, the MIS grew out of the public demand to influence the decisions
relating to the need for the project and long term vision for the corridor in

response to the substantial growth experienced in this corridor over the last
few years; and

WHEREAS, RTD presented their methodology and locally preferred alternatives

for the MISs on I-225, U.S. 36, and the North Metro corridors to the Intermodal
Committee; and : '

WHEREAS, the Commission believes the impacts to the regional transportation
system require further technical analysis of the locally preferred alternatives,
to assure adequate operation of the State Highway network; and

WHEREAS, the Commission agrees that these impacts can be addressed as part
of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) analysis for these corridors

and do not necessarily require a substantial change in the identified locally
preferred alternatives.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Commission believes the locally
preferred alternatives identified for the U.S. 36, I-225 and I-25 North Metro
corridor provide a basis for project specific NEPA evaluation in these corridors.




FURTHER, the Commission supports working in partnership with RTD,
specifically affected local governments, and DRCOG to conduct additional
system analysis, establish priorities (within and among corridors), and explore

potential funding options as part of the Regional Transportation Planning
process.

FINALLY, the Commission, in adopting this resolution, neither endorses nor
limits the range of alternatives to be considered under NEPA for these corridors
and therefore this action should not be considered a predetermination of a
NEPA decision. :

“h
i
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Regional Transportation District D D

Memorandum
To: Board of Directors/RTD Staff
From: Brenda Tierney, Executive Assistant to the Board
Date: April 6, 2001
Subject: Minutes of the Regular Board of Directors meeting held on Tuesday,
March 20, 2001, 7:00 p.m.
L. CALL TO ORDER
I. ROLL CALL - DETERMINATION OQF QUORUM
14 present, 1 absent (Rosemary Paolillo)
Chairman Blue determined a quorum was present.
. EXECUTIVE SESSION
MOTION: Director Pulliarm moved that the board adjourn to Executive

Session to discuss Negotiations of Denver Union Termina!
and a personnel matter.

Director Briggs seconded the motion.

| Chairman Blue adjourned to Executive Session hearing no objections.

v. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Mayor Berens, Broomfield, spoke to the board stating suppaort for the US 36 Major

Investment Study.

’ Mayor Toor, 'Bouider, spoke to the board stating support for the US 36 Major
Investment Study.

Heather Balser, spoke on behalf of the City of Louisville stating support for the US 36
Major Investment Study.

. Representative Glenn Scoft, spoke to the board regarding the US 36 Major Investment
( Study and the problems associated with it. :

Debra Baskett, US 36 TMO, spoke to the board stating support for the US 38 Major
[nvestment Study. .
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Sanjay Karanjkar, Quest, spoke to the board regarding bus service to the Quest facility.
Hari Morisetti, Quest, spoke to the board regarding bus service to the Quest facility.

Gene Putman, Thornton, spoke to the board stating support for the US 36 Major 7
Investment Study.

Jim Sutton, spoke to the board stating support for the [-225 Major Investment Study.

Charlie Skidmore, United Steel Workers of America, discussed the issue of RTD
implementing a policy to deal with responsible contractors. '

Bert Melcher, Sierra Club, discussed the Madden bill and expressed disappointment in
its recent failure and thanked the board for their support.

Lee Kaley, discussed the |-225 MIS and asked for its extension into Montbello at
56™ Avenue.

Cozetta Hammock, discussed the [-225 MIS and asked for its extension into
Montbello at 56" Avenue.

Mac Callison, City of Aurora, stated support for the |-225 Major Investment Study.
Shelly Cook, City of Arvada, stated support for the US 36 Major Investment Study.

V. APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 20, 2001 REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES )

MOTION: Director Ruchman moved for the adoption of the February
20, 2001 regular Board meeting minutes.

Director Pulliam seconded the motion.
VOICE VOTE

ON THE
MOTION: A voice vote was taken, and Chairman Blue declared the

minutes UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED.
VI, GENERAL MANAGER’'S REPORT
1. Sait Lake City Olympic Committee
The Salt Lake Transit Agency has asked RTD to loan them buses for the 2002
Olympic games the first two weeks in February. They want 20 — 40’ buses and
they will take care of all transport and costs. The FTA is encouraging RTD to
participate and the General Manager plans to proceed. L

e 2. Update on OIG Visit _
The Southeast Corridor Project was visited by the Office of the Inspector L

General and the project was given high marks.

prerery
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3. APTA Bus Safety Audit
Last week RTD participated in a voluntary bus safety audit which looked at

every element of the system. RTD received extremely high marks in every area.
A written report will be provided and then a press release will be done.

4. RFP’s for Southeast Corridor
The Requests for Proposals for the Southeast Corridor Project are due Friday,
March 23. The evaluation will begin {RTD and CDQT) and a recommendation

will then follow.

5. Update on Central Platte Valley
A tour of Denver Union Terminal was taken today and board members were able

to see the tunnels and how the track-to-track transfers will work. Construction
on the spur is a bit ahead of schedule.

6. FTA Procurement System Review
At the request of a former board member a FTA procurement system review will

take place starting this week.

Vil.  UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGENDA

Director Briggs removed the US 36 Major Investment Study portion of ltem C (Approval
of Major Investment Study recommendations (1-225, North Metro and US 36). Director
Holliday removed the 1-225 Major Investment Study portion of Item C (Approval of
Major Investment Study recommendations (I-225, North Metro and US 36]).

MOTION: Director Erickson moved that the Board of Directors
adopt the unanimous consent agenda, including
ltems A, B, the remainder of item C, D, E and F.

Director Garcia seconded the motion.

VOTE ON THE
MOTION: A roll call vote was taken with 14 votes in favor
(Blue, Briggs, Elfenbein, Erickson, Garcia, Holliday, McLean,
Millard, Pulliam, Quinlan, Rose, Ruchman, Tonsing and Zavist}

and O votes against. Chairman Bliue declared the
following items PASSED:

’ Item A, Acceptance of vacation of Right-of-Way
and dedication of Right-of-Way to the City and
County of Denver— 1205 -1217 West 7" Avenue
which recommends that the Board of Directors
P authorize the General Manager or his designee to
N ' execute all documents necessary to accept the
. vacation of an existing alleyway from the City and
! ( ‘ County of Denver adjacent to property acquired at
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1206 W 7" Avenue for the expansion of the Light
Rail Maintenance Facility and to dedicate vacant
land on the north side of the property acquired at
1205 W. 7" Avenue for the replacement of the
alleyway. RTD will acquire 4,398 square feet of
land by accepting the vacation and will dedicate
2,531 square feet of vacant land for the
replacement alley.

Item B, 4B Request which recommends that the
Board of Directors authorize funding of the
following 4B Reserve -Fund Projects for Director
Erickson (District E}; $20,000 for a transit-related
safety program for senior citizens through TRIAD,
for Director Garcia {District C}; $5,000 to assist
other private contributors toward funding a
redesign to improve and aesthetically enhance the
pedestrian tunnel at Denver Union Terminal that
will serve the Central Platte Valley rail spur station
and for Director Pulliam (District L); $20,000 for a
study for the development of an intermodal station
at the Olde Town Arvada park-n-Ride.

Item C, Approval of the North Metro Major
Investment Study recommendations which
recommends that the RTD Board of Directors
adopt the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) for
the North Metro Major Investment Study and
farward it to the Denver Regional Council of
Governments for inclusion in the Metro Vision
Plan. Additionally, it is recommended that the

. Board of Directors request that this LPA and the |-

70 Denver to Golden LPA (previously approved by
the Board on February 15, 2000} be considered by
DRCOG for inclusion intc the 2025 fiscally
constrained Regional Transportation Plan.

Item D, Award of the 16" Street Mall Granite
Repairs/Replacement Contract which recommends

-that the Board of Directors authorize the General

Manager or his designee to execute all documents
necessary to award a three year contract for the
16" Street Mall Granite Repairs/Replacement to
Montoya Masonry in the amount of $968,222.50.
Funding for the first year of the annual contract is
$293,804.00 and is within the FY 2001 approved
budget. Funding for the subsequent 2™ and 3™

S

R

-
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year exist within the 2002, and the 2003 TDP and
shall be executed through an amendment by the
General Manager as funding is approved by the
Board of Directors through the annual budget
process.

Item E, Award of Functional and Cognitive
Assessment Contract which recommends that the
Board of Directors authorize the General Manager
to enter into a contract with Easter Seals Inc. for
the provision of the ADA Paratransit eligibility
assessments. Performance under the contract is
for a three-year plus two one-year options
beginning April 2, 2001, The estimated five-year
contract value is as follows: Year 1-$235,508;
Year 2 - $240,950; Year 3 - $246,467 and Option
years 4 - $253,208 and 5- $259,200 for a total of
$1,235,331.

Item F, Snow Removal Funding which recommends
that the Board of Directors authorize the General
Manager to transfer $100,000 of available capital
project funds to the facilities contract maintenance
line item to allow for continued snow removal
service at the District’s park-n-Rides and other

facilities.
| VOTE ON
THE MOTION: A roll call vote was taken with 14 votes in favor
(Blue, Briggs, Elfenbein, Erickson, Garcia, Holliday, McLean,
Millard, Pulliam, Quinlan, Rose, Ruchman, Tonsing and Zavist}
and O votes against. Chairman Blue declared the
motion PASSED.
; C. Approval of Major Investment Study Recommendation for I-225
MOTION: Director Holliday moved for the Approval of the I-

225 Major Investment Study recommendations
) which recommends that the RTD Board of
' " Directors adopt the Locally Preferred Alternative
[LPA) for the I-225 Major Investment Study and
! 4 forward it to the Denver Regional Council of
| , Governments for inclusion in the Metro Vision
-y : Plan. Also that the LPA recommendation for the I-
225 Major Investment Study shall include specific

[ . direction that the next phase of project
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development reanalyze the potential for the
extension of light rail transit from Smith and Peoria
to the Montbello Community. This addition is as a
result of possible changes in this area, including
future growth, as exempiified in the 2000 Census
results. Additionally, it is recommended that the
Board of Directors request that this LPA be
considered by DRCOG for inclusion into the 2025
fiscally constrained Regional Transportation Plan.

Director Garcia seconded the motion.

A roll call vote was taken with 10 votes in favor
{Blue, Briggs, Erickson, Garcia, Holliday, Millard, Pulliam,
Quinlan, Rose and Tonsing) and 4 votes against
{Elfenbein, McLean, Ruchman and Zavist}. Chairman Blue
declared the amendment PASSED.

A roll call vote was taken with 14 votes in favor
{Blue, Briggs, Elfenbein, Erickson, Garcia, Holliday, McLean,
Millard, Pulliam, Quinlan, Rose, Ruchman, Tonsing and Zavist]

"and O votes against. Chairman Blue declared the

motion PASSED.

C. Apbroval of Major Investment Study Recommendation for US 36

MOTION:

Director McLean moved for the Approval of the US

. 36 Major Investment Study reccemmendations

which recommends that the RTD Board of
Directors adopt the Locally Preferred Alternative
{LPA) for the US 36 Major Investment Study and
forward it to the Denver Regional Council of
Governments for inclusion in the Metro Vision
Plan. Additionally, it is recommended that the
Board of Directors request that this LPA be
considered by DRCOG for inclusion into the 2025
fiscally constrained Regional Transportation Plan.

Director Ruchman seconded the motion.

[P




Minutes of the Regular Board of Directors Meeting
Tuesday, March 20, 2001 Page 7

AMENDMENT TO
THE MOTION: Director Briggs moved that the motion be amended
f to state, “The LPA recommendation for the US 36
Major Investment Study shall include specific
direction that alternative rail technologies be
reanalyzed in subsequent phases of project
development, including, but not limited to the
preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement.
Further, that these analyses regarding alternative
rail technalogies shall include consideration of
compatibility with the rail technologies in the East
Corridor.”

There was concern by many directors over the compatibility requirement
with the East Corridor. Director Briggs noted that it only states that the
analysis shall “include consideration”.

VOTE ON .

AMENDMENT: A roll call vote was taken with 10 votes in favor
(Blue, Briggs, Erickson, Garcia, Holliday, Millard, Pulliam,
Quinlan, Rose and Tonsing) and 4 votes against
{Elfenbein, Mclean, Ruchman and Zavist). Director

_ Puliiam was out of the room. Chairman Blue

declared the amendment PASSED.

VOTE ON

THE MOTION: A roll eall vote was taken with 14 votes in favor

{Blue, Briggs, Elfenbein, Erickson, Garcia, Holliday, Mclean,
Millard, Pulliam, Quinian, Rose, Ruchman, Tonsing and Zavist}

and O votes against. Chairman Blue declared the
motion PASSED.

Vill, RECOMMENDED ACTIONS

G. Award of Contract for Fare Collection System Consulting Services

MOTION: Director Garcia moved that the Board of
Directors authorize the General Manager to
award a contract to the most qualified proposer,
Booz-Allen and Hamilten, in the amount of
$275,723 for Fare Collection System Consulting
Services.

Director Tonsing seconded the maotion.
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VOTE ON
THE MOTION: A roll call vote was taken with 12 votes in favor

(Blue, Briggs, Elfenbein, Erickson, Garcia, McLean, Millard,
Quinlen, Rose, Ruchman, Tansing and Zavist} and O
votes against. Chairman Blue declared the
motion PASSED. Directars Holliday and Pulliam
were out of the rgom.

H. Call-n-Ride Services

MOTION: Director Rose moved that the Board of Directors
authorize the General Manager to execute all
documents necessary to enter into a contract with
Special Transit of Boulder, Colorado to provide cail-
n-Ride services for Broomfield and
Interlocken/Westmoor. The first year cost to
provide these services is $311,738. There are
four, one-year option periods available pending
satisfactory performance of these call-n-Ride
services. The second vyear option totals
$327.344. The third year option totals $343,714.
The fourth year option totals $360,850 and the

- ‘ fifth year option totals $378,904. The total cost
over the five-year period would be $1,722,550.

Director Ruchman seconded the motion.

VOTE ON

THE MOTION: A roll call vote was taken with 12 votes in favor
(Blue, Briggs, Elfenbein, Erickson, Garcia, McLean, Millard,
Quinlan, Rose, Ruchman, Tonsing and Zavistl and O
votes against. Chairman Blue declared the
motion PASSED. Directors Holliday and Pulliam

were out of the room.

I. DBE Goal Reaffirmation

There were concerns about the internal changes in staff and some directors
thought that they would gain more understanding if the DBE Reaffirmation item
was moved to the April board meeting.

Other directors stated that if RTD were to go forward with reaffirmation there
is no reason to wait the goal is already established and the reaffirmation should

take place now.

MOTION: Director Erickson moved to table the DBE
Reaffirmation item to the April Board Meeting.

sl
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Director Quinlan seconded the motion.

VOTE ON
THE MOTION: A roll call vote was taken with 4 votes in favor (Blue,

Elfenbein, Erickson, and Quinlan) and 9 votes against
{Briggs, Garcia, Holliday, McLean, Millard, Rose, Ruchman,
Tonsing and Zavist). Chairman Blue declared the
motion FAILED. Director Pulliam left the meeting.

MOTION: Director Garcia maved that the Board of Directors
direct the General Manager to immediately develop
an intervention strategy and plan to correct and
improve DBE contracting and procurement
performance in 2001 in order to make an all out
effort to either meet or exceed the agency’s 15%
2001 DBE goal already approved by the Federal
Transit Administration. The improvement plan and
effort will be presented to the Board’s DBE
Committee no later than the end of April 2001 for
evaluation and approval.

Director Rose seconded the motion.

VOTE ON .
THE MOTION: A roll call vote was taken with 11 votes in favor
(Blue, Briggs, Elfenbein, Garcia, Helliday, MclLean, Miilard,

Rose, Ruchman, Tonsing and Zavist) and 2 votes against
‘ (Erickson and Quinlan}. Chairman Blue declared the
motion PASSED.

J. Participation in Transit Alliance Survey

MOTION: Director Erickson moved that the Board of Directors
authorize  participation by  the Regional
Transportation District (RTD) in the design and
funding of a transportation survey that wiill be
conducted through the Transit Alliance.

Director Holliday seconded the motion.

VOTE ON
THE MOTION: A roll call vote was taken with 13 votes in favor
{Blue, Briggs, Eifenbein, Erickson, Garcia, Holliday, McLean,

; Miflard, Quinian, Rose, Ruchman, Tonsing and Zavist) O
S votes against. Chairman Blue declared the
motion PASSED.
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THE MOTION: A roll call vote was taken with 13 votes in favor
{Blue, Briggs, Elfenbein, Erickson, Garcia, Holliday, McLean,
Millard, Quinlan, Rose, Ruchman, Tonsing and Zavist} O
vates against, Chairman Blue declared the
motion PASSED.

IX. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

X.  NEW BUSINESS

XL DETERMINATION OF DATE, TIME AND LOCATION FOR NEXT BOARD MEETING
The next regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Regional Transportation
District for the month of April, 2001 is scheduled for Tuesday, April 17, with the Study
Session commencing at 5:00 PM and the Board Meeting at 7:00 PM in the RTD Board
Meeting Room, 1600 Blake Street, Denver, Colorado.

Xli. ADJOURNMENT
Director Garcia moved for adjournment. Director Rose seconded the motion.

Hearing no objections, Chairman Blue declared the
meeting ADJOURNED at 9:35 p.m.

Prepared and Transcribed by:

Msrcte Peirn

Brenda Tierney g‘
Executive Assistant to the Béard

Ryane wrazd

| ——
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11701 Community Center Dyrive
Northglenn, Colorado 80233-1099
Phone (303) 451-8326

eilyof J FAX (303) 450-8708
ortfiglenn & TDD (303) 450-8805
‘ May 2, 2001
Liz Rao
; Director of Planning and Development
| RTD

1600 Blake Street
Denver, Co. 80202

Dear Liz:

As a follow up to my conversation with Bill Van Meter regarding the possibility of
| a T-Ramp for BUS/HOV purposes at the proposed Community Center Drive
Overpass of 1-25, | am enclosing a copy of Resolution
No. 01-34 which was adopted by the Northglenn City Council on Aprit 26, 2001,
It is my understanding that you will be making a presentation io the Norihglenn
| City Council on May 10, 2001 concerning the recently completed North Metro
Transportation Study. Please call me at 303-450-8740 prior to May 10 to discuss
Resolution No. 01-34 and any visual aids you may need for your presentation.

| ' Sincerely,

irector of Community Development

' XG! Bill Van Meter



SPONSORED BY: Mayor Parsons

COUNCILMAN’s RESOLUTION RESOLUTION NQ.
NO. _CR-37 01-34
Series of 2001 Series of 2001

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING A T-RAMP FOR BUS/HOV PURPOSES
AT THE PROPOSED COMMUNITY CENTER DRIVE OVERPASS OF 1-25,

WHEREAS, a T-ramp connection between the proposed Community
Center Drive Overpass of I-25 at approximately 112" Avenue and the proposed
bus/HOV lanes on 1-25 within the City of Northglenn was never formally
discussed or considered during meetings of the North-Metro Transportation
Study Paolicy Advisory and Technical Advisory Committees; and

WHEREAS, the proposed fransportation improvements contained in the
North Metro Transportation Study recommended by the Policy Advisory and
Technical Advisory Committee did not include any reference to the above-
mentioned T-ramp; and

WHEREAS, as lllustrated on the attéched drawing labeled Exhibit A, a T-
Ramp for bus/HOV purposes is now being contemplated at the proposed
Community Center Drive Overpass of I-25; and

WHEREAS, the City of Northglenn is currently in the process of having
this overpass designed with the intent to begin construction of this structure in

2002; and

WHEREAS, a T-ramp for bus/HOV purposes at this location will greatly
increase the cost of the overpass which is being funded exclusively by the City of
Northglenn and also seriously delay the construction of the overpass; and

WHEREAS, this T-ramp will also have devastating impacts on existing
land uses since substantial additional right-of-way will need to be acquired to
accommodate the T-ramp; and '

WHEREAS, it is our understanding that the T-ramp is not a significant
element of the future bus operations of RTD.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF NORTHGLENN, COLORADO, THAT:

r'\znr‘;\:»gs‘

[RSR,

i




1. The City Council is totally opposed to the construction of a T-ramp as a
part of the proposed Community Center Drive Overpass of |-25.

2. The City Council requests that the Regional Transportation District and
the Colorado Department of Transportation eliminate this T-ramp
concept from all considerations and plans for future improvements fo
I-25 within the City of Northglenn,

DATED at Northglenn, Colorado, this géﬁ day of 4%74,& ,
2001. - 7

A

D.L. PARSONS
_ Mayor
ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:
ij
DIANA L, LENTZ, @Wc HERBERT C. PHILLIPS

City Clerk : City Attorney

c:MlegahResolution T-ramp.bid
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' Civic Center : City Manager's Qffice
9500 Civic Center Drive (303) 538-7200
Thornton, CO 80228 FAX (303) 538-7562

March 15, 2001

Mary Blue, Chairperson

Board of Directors

Regional Transportation District
1600 Blake Street

Denver, Colorado 80202

RE:  North Metro Major Investment Study .
Dear Chairperson Blue:

The City of Thornton supports the North Metro MIS Locally Preferred Alternative

- (LPA) of $1.375 billion that is being considered for adoption by the Board of

| Directors at the March 20, 2001 public hearing. The improvements delineated in
the long-range L.PA will address all transportation modes--widening of |-25 and |-
76 with-general purpose lanes and High Occupancy Vehicle lanes, expansion of
passenger rail transit from the Denver Union Terminal to 124™ Avenue, and

expansion of the bus service in the area.

y The $1.375 billion LPA, as proposed, is fiscally unconstrained and therefore just

" our “wish-list” of the transportation improvements we believe are necessary for the
North Metro area rather than a prioritized list of projects the meet budgetary
constraints. Therefore, we recommend that the LPA be broken into two phases
with the Phase | representing those projects that should be funded within the
available budget and Phase il representing those projects that should be funded
as additional revenues become available.

Thornton is aware that the RTD Board is developing a tax proposal to take to the
voters to address the LPA's coming out of the various Major Investment Studies.
While we would support this effort, we do not want to rely entirely on this package
being funded. We believe that certain actions need to be taken now to preserve
the rail transportation corridor—including acquiring the right-of-way for the rail as
well as the train station and parking that is needed for all of the planned transit
stops. This is especially important in Thornton given the current pace of
development. If these preservation steps are not taken soon, the opportunity-to
preserve the rail right-of-way and future transit terminals at 124" 112" 100™ and
88" Avenues will be gone. That is why we are recommending that the North Metro
LPA be broken into phases.

“The City of Planned Progress’



Mary Blue, Chairperson

North Metro Major Investment Study
March 15, 2001

Page 2

The City of Thornton would aiso like to encourage the Board to join forces with the
Cities involved with the North Front Range Transportation Alternatives Study
(NFRTAS) to promote the development of passenger rail service that is defined in
both studies and overlaps the rail service identified in the North Metro study area.
The development of rail service from Ft. Collins to Denver, and ultimately to
Colorado Springs, is key to the long-range transportation plan for the Denver Metro
Area.

Since the cost estimates for both of the MIS studies evaluated the rail service
independently, some costs (such as for the line from 124™ Avenue south to the
Denver terminal) may be duplicated. By consolidating these studies and working
together, we believe there may be significant cost savings that could increase the

likelihood of actually funding rail service from-Ft. Collins to Denver sooner than if .

we work independently of each other. We would be happy to bring together the

North Front Range communities with the North Metro communities to further these = -

efforts.

In closing, | wanted to share some information with you that we obtain through our
August 2000 Citizen Survey. The top two concerns identified in the City were
Growth and Transportation. When asked what specific things were needed to
address transportation, the citizens identified (in order of priority): (#1) more
Buses/ Stops/ by RTD; (#2) more lanes/ widen roads; and (#3) need light rail.
Thus, it is time for action by all concerned o address these transportation needs
for the North Metro area, North Front Range area, and other area in the Denver
Metro Area.

Sincerely,
Noel Busck, Mayor
cc:. Councll

Jack Ethredge, City Manager
Gene Putman, Special Projects Manager

Y
pree
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RESO

RESOLUTION

A RESOLUTION AMENDING EXHIBIT 10.2 *FUTURE LAND USE MAP", AND
CHAPTER 8, THE “TRANSFORTATION AND TRANSIT", “MASS TRANSIT” AND
"REGIONAL CONNECTIONS® SECTIONS, OF THE 1997 THORNTON
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN. :

WHEREAS, the Thomton City Council adopted the 1997 Thornton
Comprehensive Plan on December 1, 1997; and

WHEREAS, the City of Thornton considers transit connections to the surrounding
regional area important for the orderly growth and prosperity of the City; and

WHEREAS, the expansion of the transit system in Thomton to include light rail
and commuter rail elements will help decrease traffic congestion; and

WHEREAS, the deveiopment of fransit services provides an aftemnative fio
automobile travel needed for people who do not have access to automobiles, such as
the elderly and people with disabilities; and

WHEREAS, the North Metro Transportation Study, Major Investment Study has
selected the Union Pacific railway line running through Thomton as the preferred
altemative transit line; and

WHEREAS, the North Front Range Transportation Altematives Study, Major
Investment Study has identified a locally preferred alternative commuter line as the
Union Pacific railway line running through Thomton; and

WHEREAS, three transit stops were shown on the “Future Land Use Map”
Exhibit 10.2, which formed part of the 1997 Thomton Comprehensive Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Thomton Comprehensive Plan “Future Land Use Map” Exhibit
10.2, has been amended to show the six transit stops -as identified in the North Metro
Transportation Study, Major Investment Study and the North Front Range
Transportation Alternatives Study, Major Investment Study; and

WHEREAS, narrative conceming mass transit issues is included in the “Mass
Transit” and “Regional Connections” Sections of Chapter 8, “Transportation and
Transit”, of the 1997 Thomton Comprehensive Plan; and

WHEREAS, the narrative in the “Mass Transit” and “Regional Cannections”
sections of Chapter 8, “Transporiation and Transit’, of the 1997 Thornton
Comprehensive Plan has been amended to include information describing the North
Metro Transportation Study, Major Investment Study, the North Front Range
Transportation Alternatives Study, Major Investment Study and current bus service
information; and



C.D. No, 2001-128

WHEREAS, the proposed amendments are consistent with the community vision
and the overall intent of the goals, policies and recommendations in the 1987 Thornton
Comprehensive Plan.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF THORNTON, COLORADQ, AS FOLLOWS:

That the 1997 Thomton Comprehensive Plan is hereby amended as follows:

1. The text of Chapter 8, “Transportation and Transit” sections on “Mass
Transit” and “Regional Connections” shall be amended as shown in
Exhibit A attached to this Resolution.

2. Changes to the *Future Land Use Map” identified as “Exhibit 10.2” in
the 1997 Thomton Comprehensive Plan, shall be amended as
described in Exhibit A and shown on Ethblt B, attached to this
Resolution.

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of
Thomton, Colorado, this _27th _ day of August , 2001.

CITY OF THORNTON, COL.ORADO

-- Gl Jlnt

Noel 1. Busck, Mayor

ATTEST:
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EXHIBIT A

AMENDMENT TO THE 1997 THORNTON
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

1. EXHIBIT CHANGES

Exhibit 10.2, page 10.11 entitled “Future Land Use Map” has been amended.
Three proposed transit stops previously shown have been eliminated. The first
was located at the southwest comer of 104™ Avenue, west of Colorado
Boulevard and the second north of E-470 alignment and east of the Union Pacific
railway line and the third on 120™ Avenue at the junction with the Union Pacific
railway line. Six new proposed transit stops have been added to the map,
located at the following intersections:

88™ Avenue and Welby Road;

100" Avenue and Colorado-Boulevard:
112" Avenue and York Sireet;

124" Avenue and Claude Court;

144™ Avenue and York Street; and

State Highway 7 and Colorado Boulevard.

2. NARRATIVE CHANGES

Chapter 8, “Transportation and Transit”, subsections on “Mass Transit' and
“Regional Connections” have heen amended as shown below.

Deletions are shown as strikeout and additions are shown as underiined.

Chapter 10: Transportation and Transit

Mass Transit

Existing Service

Thornton currently is served by the Regional Transportation District (RTD) with
nine local bus routes and seven six express or regional bus routes, in addition to
special events service. RTD operaltes twe three Ppark-n-Ride facilities that
directly serve Thornton, including the Thornton Ppark-n-Ride on either side of I-
25 south of 88" Avenue, the parking lot at 104" and Washington (parking
agreement with property owner) and the Wagon Road Rpark-n-Ride southwest of
120" Avenue/I-25, just west of Thomton. Thormnton residents can also use the
Broadway Ppark-n-Ride at 70" Avenue/Broadway and the 1-25 Bus/HOV lanes
that currently extend from downiown Denver to 70™ Avenue.

Amendment to the Thornton Comprehensive Plan L o Page 1
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A number of transit improvementis are recommended, including short-range
recommendations o improve iransit service for existing Thornion residents and
workers and longer-range recommendations to further expand transit options and
to extend service to developing parts of the City.

Short-Range Mass Transit Inprovements

RTD and CDOT have plans {o extend the 1-25 Bus/HOV lanes north through the
l-76/US 36/1-25 complex to 120" Avenue, as interchange reconstruction and
funding allow. This facility will reduce travel times for Thornton bus riders and
car-poolers as it is extended to and through the City.

Thomnton representatives have also worked with RTD to develop conceptual bus
route modifications that will improve service in the City. Jwe-The following
changes have been incorporated in RTD’s draft 20 year plan, including:

* Expand the coverage of the existing Route 124 toward the east, providing
direct service to the Mission Trace Shopping Center, the Thomton Recreation
Center, and several residential neighborhoods. This will improve both the
inter-connections among Thornton destinations and connection between
Thomton development and regional routes serving the Wagon Road Ppark-n-
Ride. This_may be initially facilitated by a call-n-Bide service. A call-n-Ride
service {s a convenient curb-to-curb service, covering a specific geographic

area designed to supplement the existing RTD service.

= Establish a new Thomton circulator route {Route 89) connecting the Thomton
Civic Center, Thomton Town Center, and other designations in eQriginal
Thomton with the Thomton Ppark-n-ride. This may be initially facilitated by a
call-n-Ride service.

One additional service improvement that would serve existihg Thomton
development is recommended for further exploration:

A peak period connection, perhaps as an extension of the proposed Route 89
described above, connecting the Thomton PRpark-n-ride with the Broadway
Ppark-n-ride. This would allow riders from eOriginal Thomion area to
conveniently connect with the express and regional service that stops at the
Broadway PRpark-n-ride, including routes to Boulder, the University Hospital
district in Denver, and the Denver Technological Center.

Long-Range Mass Transit Improvements

The bus system should be expanded into northem and eastern Thomton as

development occurs. Particular emphasis should be placed on the mixed use

and cammercial areas in the north 1-25 and E-470 corridors.

Amendmeant lo the Thornton Comprehensive Plan Page 2
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The extension of the [-25 Bus/HOV lanes beyond their currently planned
terminus at 120% Avenue to 336" -Avenuc—or144™ Avenue State Highway 7
should be explored as those interchanges are designed and the areas around

them are developed Bus#lgmlane-e;den&eﬁ—may—meﬁhe—feﬁn—ef—emmens

may—eemw%—ef—&%@&#—hypa&ses—a&—%he%
m%e;ehanges— A new Pgark-n -Ride eeutd—be—esiablmhedat—ene—e#—ﬂaese—new-l—zs
has been

planned at the 136" Avenue interchange.

In addition to bus service, rail transit will be an important component of the City’s
mass transit system. Thornton plays a significant role in two transit improvement
studies in the northern part of the Denver Metro area and Northern Front Range
area.

First, the North Metro Transportation Major Improvement Study (MIS) chose the
existing Union Pacific Railroad that runs through Commerce City, Thomton and
Northalenn as their preferred alternative for a transit line. This aliernative shows
four stations in the Thornton/Northglenn area. These are located at 88™ Avenue
and Welby Road, 100" Avenue and Colgrado Boulevard, 112™ Avenue and York
Street, and at Eastlake at 124" Avenue and Claude Court, In addition, the study
has two additional future stations at 144™ Avenue and York Street, and at 160"
Avenue and Colorado Boulevard. These are identified on the Future Land Use
Map, Exhibit 10.2 as transit stops.

Second. the North Front Range Transportation Alternatives Study (NFRTAS)
Major Improvement Study (MIS) focuses on the transportation needs from Fort
Collins and Greeley south to Denver. One of the locally preferred alternatives for
this study is to have a commuter rail line that starts in_Fort Collins, moves
southeast on existing rail lines to -25 and_links up with the existing Union Pacific
Railrcad Boulder—-Denton Line. This commuter line will travel south on this track
through Thomton, Northgienn and Commerce City to the Denver Union Tetminal.
- This passenger rail line skows one stop in the Thormnton area at 124" Avenue

and Claude Court, adjacert to the historic Eastlake area. This transit stop was

also included in the North Metro Transportation Improvement Study and is shown
on the Future Land Use Map, Exhibit 10.2 as a transit stop.

Thornton shou!d seek to preserve the Unlon F’acmc

aln = C)
= C c

Ha:!road comdor for these or other such Dr0|ects thi&raﬂ—semeier—ier—sueh-a

Amendment to the Thornton Comprehensive Plan Page 3
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In addition to transit system improvements, development of ancillary

services or “Transit Oriented Development” at and around the existing Thormton
Ppark-n-ride and the potential north [-25 PRpark-n-ride is recommended.
Thomton should coordinate with RTD to explore ways to spur commercial
development that would make use of the Ppark-n-Rides, and in tum the use of
transit, more convenient. Such uses could include day care facilities,
convenience retail, small restaurants, dry cleaning, and package/mailing
services.

Regional Connections

The City of Thomnton transportation system connects to a larger regional
system of roadways and mass transit routes. Thomton’s system must
complement and fit within the larger system in order to be efficient and effective
for the residents of the City and provide adequately for the growth of the
community.

Many of the projects listed as Short-Range, Mid-Range, Long-Range and
as Improvements fo Complete the Transportation System are regional in nature
and will provide important connections to locations in the metropolitan area. The
City of Thomton, however, has the following opportunities for influence on the
regional transportation system.

The City partticipated in the development of the Adams County
Transportation Plan, and Thomton's .plan was integrated into their plan for all
major roads. The Adams County plan is part of the DRCOG Transportation
Improvement Program, which addresses the entire metropolitan transpoitation
needs.

The North Meiro Transportation Major Improvement Study and North Front
Range Transportation Alternatives Study provide important regional connections

and have been discussed above

H - . .
+ ] +

Amendment to the Thorton Comprehensive Flan Page 4
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Ciry ot Westminsicr
Depanment of
Communily Develnpment

AR Wesi 92nd Avenus
Westmiaster. Colorado
80030

303-430 2400

FAX 303-426-5837
TDD 103-478-0648

Priated vn recyeled paper

A\

WESTMINSTER
June 16, 1999

Regional Transportation District

1600 Blake Street

Denver, Colorado 80202

ATTN.:Mr. Bill Van Merer

RE: North Meciro Transportation Study

Daur Mr, Van Meuler:

Al the May 12 meeting of the Westminstss' Transportation Commission (WTC),
representatives of BRW made a presearation to our members on the status of the Nerth
Merro Study. We appreciate your authorization of this presentation; we found it to be

RECEIVED

JUN 181939
R.T.D.

SYSTEMS PLANNING

most informative. Our thanks go to Ms. Mendaz and Ms. Kenyon for a job well done!

Following the BRW presentation, the members of the WTC voted unanimously to

forward the following commeats to you:

1) No one-transit sltemative will solve the Iransporiation problems witlin the slﬁdy 1
area. We favor the extension of HOV Lanes azlong {-25 as one part of the [

solution, but we will defer to those more affected parties (e.g., Brighton,

Commerce City) for recommendations peraining to the eastern portions of the

study arza.

) Please do not forget that wansportation hnprovemsants will be needed to carry
commuiers in an eastwest direction as well as in a north-south direction. !
Roadway and bridge improvements (and possibly, ransit improvements) are ;
badly needed on 120* Avenue and 104® Avenue across the siudy area. '

Thaak you for your attention to thesa suggestions. If you have any guestions, plsase
contact the Commission’s representarive from City Siaff, City Engineer Dave Downing.

at (303) 430-2400, Extension 2116.

Sincerely,

ames Holt, Vice Chairman
estminster Transportation Commission

Cc: Mayor and City Council
Bill Christopher, City Manager
Dave Downing, City Engineer

¢ 4 2686YG00GE ON/9G €l LS/LG €l 66 .20 LO([Hd]
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————— Original Message-----

From: JIM Dileo [SMTP:jadileo@smtpgate.dphe.state.co.us]

<mailto: [SMTP:jadileo@smtpgate.dphe.state.co.usl>

Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2000 11:02 AM

To: bill.vanmeter@rtd-denver.com <mailto:bill . vanmeter@rtd-denver.com
>

Subject: Northmetro Study

Bill,

wanted to let you know that although I have not been able to attend most of
the meetings for the study, I have followed the committee activities on the
website. APCD believes the preferred alternative is a viable one, which
will achieve the goals of the study and protect air guality. Let me know if
vou need any further assistance or a letter of support. Thanks.

Jim DiLeo

Manager, Transportation Programs

Air Pollutiomn Contrel Division

State of Colorado



North Metro

Transportation Study
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Appendix O: Detailed Cost Spreadsheets

RTD and BRW, Inc.
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Station Right-of-Way Costs

Assumptions:

450 sq. fi. per parking space includes bus transfer areas

Land costs per North Metro Right-of-Way costs in Table 4.6 of Guidance Manual

Area
Station Number of Spaces Land Type {sq.ft.) | Unit Cost Total Cost
124th Avenue
Parking 1500 Residential 675000 $20.00 $13,500,000
Bus Bays 43560 $20.00 $871,000
112th Avenue
Parking 100 Residential 45000 $20.00 $900,000
Bus Bays 43560 $20.00 $871,000
100th Avenue
Parking 250 Residential 112500 $20.00 $2,250,000
Bus Bays 43560 $20.00 $871,000
88th Avenue
Parking 150 Residentia! 67500 $20.00 $1,350,000
Bus Bays 43560 $20.00 $871,000
68th Avenue
Parking 100 Residential 45000 $20.00 $900,000
Bus Bays 43560 $20.00 $871,000
|
Swansea (48th Ave.)
Parking 0 Residential 0 $20.00 $0
Bus Bays _ 43560 $20.00 $871,000
40th/40th
Parking 300 Commercial 135000 $17.50 $2,363,000
Bus Bays 43560 $17.50 $762,000
Total $27,251,000
brw:03/23/01 LRT costs revised.xs
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