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North Metro EIS – 144th Station Meeting Summary 
Thursday, April 9
144th Avenue Station Meeting 
Prairie Hill Elementary School 

This document provides a summary of the public comments drawn from the North Metro EIS – 144th Station 
Area meeting held on Thursday, April 9, 2009.  The impetus for this community meeting was due to extensive 
comments received from new residents moving into the Fallbrook Farms subdivision not familiar with the North 
Metro EIS and potential station location in the vicinity of 144th Avenue and York Street in Thornton, Colorado.  
Fallbrook Farms is located on the east side of the RR ROW south of 144th Avenue. 

Meeting invitations were e-mailed to 185 residents living in the 80206 zip code currently active in the North 
Metro database.  On April 2 and 3, 2009, 500 fliers (community meeting announcements) were distributed to 
homes east of the proposed 144th Avenue station location.  Coverage included Elizabeth Street on the west to 
Milwaukee Street on the east, E. 143rd on the north and E. 136th Place on the south.  Fliers were also provided 
to the administrative offices of Prairie Hill Elementary School, Rocky Top Middle School, and Gene Putman at 
the City of Thornton, for distribution.  In addition, the Homeowner’s Associations and/or Management companies 
of Fallbrook Farms, Cherrywood I, II and III, and The Haven were contacted, provided details of the meeting, 
and encouraged to forward the information to their residents.  

Meeting Summary 
The meeting was held from 7 to 9 p.m., and included a short presentation followed by a facilitated Q&A session 
and finally, an informal discussion period during which meeting attendees were able to speak with project 
representatives one-on-one.  A total of 49 residents attended and 14 written comments were received as a 
result of the meeting. Thornton Mayor Erick Hansen was in attendance as was Thornton Councilman Charles 
Stevenson. 

Jim Starling, RTD FasTracks Project Manager, provided the group with a history of the project and project 
milestones to date, stating that the Draft Environmental Impact Statement Document (DEIS) is expected to be 
released in June.  Mr. Starling explained that once released, the document will be made available for a 45-day 
public and agency review and comment period to include two Public Hearings.  He also stated that dates and 
locations of these Public Hearings will be available at the North Metro FasTracks Web site:  http://www.rtd-
fastracks.com/nm_2.

Mr. Starling reviewed the three 144th Avenue station options included for consideration in the DEIS and provided 
display boards and handouts with conceptual renderings of the options, herein attached. Upon explanation that 
at one time, there were as many as 13 options under consideration, Gene Putman, City of Thornton, 
complimented and thanked the Project Team.  He stated that more work and consideration went into the 144th

Station options than all others within the corridor.  Mr. Starling opened the floor for questions and comments.   

At the end of the Q&A period, Mr. Starling encouraged those attending to submit or make additional comments 
by:
� Filling out a comment form and submitting it to the project team and 
� Mailing, faxing or accessing on-line comment forms. 

What We Heard: 
� Equal consideration should be given to the residents as has been given to the middle school. 
� The options need to be reviewed with the new residential areas being taken into consideration. 
� Move the west station option north, closer to 144th.
� Detroit is not a good station entrance option; too much traffic will create congestion. 
� The split station is not a good option since it does not address the perceived pedestrian safety issues 

along York Street and adds vehicle traffic to Detroit.
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The following provides an overview of questions and comments the team received and includes associated 
responses.  Thorough documentation of comments received pertaining to the 144th Avenue station options since 
Jan. 1, 2009, is herein attached. 

Question/Comment: The residents of Fallbrook Farms feel that their concerns are not being considered. 
Response:  When this process began, Fallbrook Farms was under construction and not yet populated.  This 
meeting is in response to the concerns of Fallbrook Farms residents and will impact the way in which the 
various options are being looked at.   

Question/Comment: The east station location will bring crime to the neighborhoods. 
Response:  While there are incidents of automobile break ins, RTD experience with existing rail corridors 
indicates that crime does not increase in adjacent neighborhoods. 

Question/Comment: The station entrance located off of Detroit will cause too much congestion and will make 
access into Fallbrook Farms to difficult for residents.  On the West, was there ever an entrance at 144th Avenue 
considered? Can the west station option be moved further north to mirror the east station option? 
Response:   The placement of the entrance and station in general is connected to the proximity of parking to the 
platform and the connection to the existing street west of York.  RTD will look into the possibility of locating the 
entrance and parking further to the north.  Locating an entrance to a station on the west side of the tracks from 
144th Avenue is not possible due to the location of the signal at York Street and the rail crossing. 

Question/Comment: The station will cause too much traffic congestion in the area in general. 
Response:  The increase in traffic is expected to be about 300 vehicles per day.  Gene Putman, City of 
Thornton, and Thornton Mayor Hansen noted that the increase will not greatly impact traffic movements.  Mr. 
Putman explained that the roadway is sufficiently wide enough to manage anticipated increased traffic well into 
2030. 

Question/Comment:  Some feel as though the west option has been eliminated. Please re-consider.   
Response:  The city has recommended the east side option; that being said, all three will be moved forward for 
consideration and RTD has not pre-determined the outcome.   

Question/Comment: Why did the city recommend the east side option? 
Response:  Gene Putman, City of Thornton:  in response to overwhelming concerns voiced at a meeting held at 
Rock Top middle school, a year ago come May.  Each meeting and level of review brings new comments and 
therefore impact recommendations.  Ultimately, RTD will evaluate these options in the EIS, with 
recommendations based on all public comments and agency review.   

Question/Comment: What about noise and vibration impacts? 
Response:  We have studied noise and vibration extensively.  There are no vibration impacts.  Noise walls will 
provide a high level of noise mitigation.  Freight trains are much louder and create far more vibration than the 
RTD commuter trains, because of how the freight tracks are constructed and the types of engines freight trains 
require.  

Question/Comment: Why is the number of parking spaces different between the east and west options? 
Response:  These images are conceptual; each station option will provide approximately 300 spaces. 

Question/Comment: When will a decision be made? 
Response:  RTD will consider the public comments and agency review of the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement.  A decision will need to be made by fall 2009 in order to keep the corridor on schedule. 
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