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GLOSSARY  
Term Definition 

Accessibility The extent to which facilities are barrier free and useable by persons 
with disabilities, including wheelchair users. 

Affected Environment Describes the existing environment of the area to be affected by the 
No-Action and Preferred Alternative. 

Alternatives Screening A range of alternatives were evaluated for station platform locations, 
park-n-Ride locations, and light rail alignments. These alternatives 
were evaluated in a multi-step screening process that built on 
previous planning efforts and took into account the project Purpose 
and Need, operations, engineering criteria, environmental 
considerations, and community acceptance. 

AM Peak 6:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. 
Anschutz/Fitzsimons Medical Campus Redevelopment of the former Fitzsimons Army Medical Center into 

570-acre medical and bioscience campus that includes the 
University of Colorado Denver, Children’s Hospital, Veteran’s 
Administration Hospital, and the Fitzsimons Redevelopment 
Authority’s Colorado Science + Technology Park at Fitzsimons. 

At-grade crossing Location where LRT alignment crosses a roadway. The crossing 
may include varying types of ‘treatments’ including gated and/or 
signalized areas or passive warning devices. 

Base Corridor Alignment  Also referred to as the Initial build Alternative alignment. The initial 
track alignment which was refined to establish the Preferred 
Alternative developed from previous studies including:.CDOT’s I-225 
Widening from North of Parker Road to North of 6th Avenue 
(Environmental Assessment [EA] July, 2000 and Finding of No 
Significant Impact [FONSI] March, 2001), RTD’s I-225 Major 
Investment Study (MIS) (September, 2001), RTD’s FasTracks Plan 
(2004), and RTD’s 3 Corridor Scoping Study (August, 2005).  

Base Fare The price charged to one adult for one transit ride; excludes transfer 
charges, zone charges, express service charges, peak period 
surcharges and reduced fares.  

Best Management Practices Effective, feasible (including technological, economic, and 
institutional considerations) conservation practices and land and 
water management measures that avoid or minimize adverse 
impacts to natural and cultural resources. BMPs may include 
schedules for activities, prohibitions, maintenance guidelines, and 
other management practices. 

Bus Transit  Service provided on a repetitive, fixed-schedule basis along a 
specific route with vehicles stopping to pick up and deliver 
passengers to specific locations; each fixed-route trip serves the 
same origins and destinations, unlike demand responsive and 
taxicabs.  

Catenary Suspended overhead wire that carries high voltage for electrically 
powered transit vehicles (e.g. trolley coaches, light rail transit 
vehicles) from a central power source. 
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Term Definition 

Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 
(CAAA) 

The comprehensive federal legislation that establishes criteria for 
attaining and maintaining the federal standards for allowable 
concentrations and exposure limits for various air pollutants; the 
CAAA also provides emission standards for specific vehicles and 
fuels. 

Commuter Rail A transit mode associated with the East Corridor that includes a 
multiple car electric or diesel propelled train. It is typically used for 
local, longer-distance travel between a central city and adjacent 
suburbs, and can operate alongside existing freight or passenger rail 
lines or in exclusive right-of-ways.   

Conformity The ongoing process that ensures the planning for highway and 
transit systems, as a whole and over the long term, is consistent with 
the state air quality plans for attaining and maintaining health-based 
air quality standards. Conformity is determined by metropolitan 
planning organizations and the U.S. Department of Transportation 
and is based on whether transportation plans and programs meet 
the provisions of a State Implementation Plan. 

Corridor  A broad geographical band that connects major sources of trips and 
may contain a number of streets, highways, and transit route 
alignments.  

Environmental Evaluation This project is expected to be locally-funded through the voter 
approved initiative, and therefore is not subject to requirements of 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), which applies to 
federal actions. This Environmental Evaluation has been prepared in 
accordance with RTD guidelines, including the RTD FasTracks 
Environmental Methodology Manual, and provides a comparable 
level of analysis to NEPA documentation prepared for the other 
FasTracks corridors. 

FasTracks  A mass transit expansion plan and funding program to improve and 
expand the Denver region’s existing transit system and facilities. In 
November 2004, the Denver region’s voters approved RTD’s 
request to increase its sales tax by 0.04 percent, which would 
provide $4.7 billion over 12 years to expand rapid transit services 
(light rail, commuter rail, and bus rapid transit) and park-and-Ride 
facilities and to enhance the existing bus network and transit hubs.  

Fixed-guideway Transit A system of vehicles that can operate only on its own guideway 
constructed for that purpose (e.g., rapid rail, light rail). Federal usage 
in funding legislation also includes exclusive right-of-way bus 
operations, trolley coaches and ferryboats as "fixed guideway" 
transit.  

Grade Separation Bridge or tunnel that would separate LRT alignment from crossing a 
roadway, stream, or other area of interest. 

Headway  Time interval between vehicles moving in the same direction on a 
particular transit route.  
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Term Definition 

Impacts Impacts were evaluated for direct- caused by the action and occur at 
the same time and place and, indirect (caused by the action and are 
later in time or farther removed in distance but are still reasonably 
foreseeable. Impacts from temporary construction activities were 
evaluated as well as cumulative impacts. Impacts were evaluated for 
both the No-Action and Preferred Alternative. 

Impact Evaluation Includes potential direct, indirect, temporary construction, and 
cumulative impacts associated with the No-Action and Preferred 
Alternative. 

Joint Development  Ventures undertaken by the public and private sectors for 
development of land around transit stations or stops.  

Kiss-n-Ride  A place where commuters are driven and dropped off at a station to 
board a public transportation vehicle.  

Level of Service (LOS) Level of service is a measure described by a letter designation 
ranging from A to F, with LOS A representing almost free-flow travel, 
while LOS F represents congested conditions. For signalized 
intersections, LOS is calculated for the entire intersection while LOS 
for unsignalized intersections is calculated for movements which 
must yield right-of-way to other traffic movements. 

Light Rail Transit (LRT)  Steel wheel/steel rail transit constructed on city streets, semi-private 
right-of-way, or exclusive private right-of-way. Formerly known as 
“streetcar” or “trolley car” service, LRT’s major advantage is 
operation in mixed street traffic at-grade. The LRT vehicles can be 
coupled into trains, which require only one operator and often are 
used to provide express service.   

Maintenance Area  An air quality designation for a geographic area in which levels of a 
criteria air pollutant meet the health-based primary standard 
(national ambient air quality standard, or National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards) for the pollutant. An area may have on 
acceptable level for one criteria air pollutant, but may have 
unacceptable levels for others. Maintenance/attainment areas are 
defined using federal pollutant limits set by the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA).  

Major Investment Study (MIS)  An alternatives analysis study process for proposed transportation 
investments, during which a wide range of alternatives is examined 
to produce a smaller set of alternatives that best meet project 
transportation needs. The purpose of the study is to provide a 
framework for developing a package of potential solutions that can 
then be further analyzed during an environmental process.  

Mitigation Measures Actions to be taken to avoid, minimize, or compensate for impacts 
identified in the impact evaluation. Mitigation may include:  1) 
Avoiding the impact altogether by not taking a certain action or parts 
of an action, 2) Minimizing impacts by limiting the degree or 
magnitude of the action and its implementation, 3) Rectifying the 
impact by repairing, rehabilitating, or restoring the affected 
environment, 4) Preservation, 5) Compensating for the impact by 
replacing or providing substitute resources or environments 
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Term Definition 

Mode of Access  A term that describes how many people use alternative forms of 
transportation. Frequently used to describe the percentage of people 
using private automobiles compared to the percentage using public 
transportation.  

Mode  A particular form or method of travel distinguished by vehicle type, 
operation technology, and right-of-way separation from other traffic.  

Multi-modal  Those issues or activities that involve or affect more than one mode 
of transportation, including transportation connections, choices, 
cooperation, and coordination of various modes.  

National Environmental Policy Act of 
1969 (NEPA)  

A comprehensive federal law requiring analysis of the environmental 
impacts of federal actions such as the approval of grants; also 
requires preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement for every 
major federal action significantly affecting the quality of the human 
environment. NEPA does not apply to this corridor. 

No-Action Alternative The No-Action Alternative assumes the proposed project would not 
take place. .The No-Action Alternative includes existing projects and 
financially committed projects within the Project Study Area. Effects 
or conditions resulting from the No-Action Alternative provide a 
baseline from which to compare effects of the Preferred Alternative 
in the EE. 

Nonattainment Area  Any geographic region the USEPA has designated as not attaining 
the federal air quality standards for one or more air pollutants, such 
as ozone and carbon monoxide.  

Off-Peak Period  Non-rush periods of the day when travel activity is generally lower 
and less transit service is scheduled. Also called "base period."  

park-n-Ride  Designated parking areas for automobile drivers who then board 
transit vehicles from these locations.   

PM Peak  3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  
Preferred Alternative  The Preferred Alternative includes construction of a 10.5-mile LRT 

that connects the existing Southeast Corridor’s Nine Mile Station 
with the planned East Corridor's Peoria/Smith Station including eight 
stations: Iliff, Florida, City Center, 2nd/Abilene, 13th Avenue, Colfax, 
Montview, and Peoria/Smith. At the Peoria/Smith Station, a cross-
platform transfer to the East Corridor would provide regional 
connections to Denver International Airport (DIA) and downtown 
Denver. In addition, the Preferred Alternative would provide regional 
connections via the Southeast Corridor to southeastern suburban 
communities and downtown Denver. 

Project Partners  A project partner is any federal, state, or local agency  which has 
jurisdiction by law over right-of-way or transportation components. 
The Project Partners include the City of Aurora, the City and County 
of Denver, CDOT, the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (PUC), 
Denver Regional Council of Governments (DRCOG), and the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). 
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Term Definition 

Project Footprint (Permanent and 
Temporary) 

The project footprint is the area in which physical impacts may occur 
during project implementation and construction. The project footprint 
consists of the permanent and the temporary project footprint as 
follows: 
 
Permanent Project Footprint includes the area that would be 
occupied by project facilities such as the LRT tracks, station and 
parking facilities and other associated facilities (such as substations, 
drainage facilities, etc.) that RTD would continue to maintain after 
construction. 
 
Temporary Project Footprint includes adjacent areas that may be 
disturbed during construction, such as construction access/staging 
areas. 

Project Study Area The Project Study Area encompasses that area in which major travel 
pattern changes could occur as a result of the implementation of the 
I-225 Corridor LRT project. The Project Study Area has been 
established based on the boundaries of appropriate transportation 
analysis zones (TAZs) from the regional model. The Project Study 
Area has been used to evaluate the effect of the LRT on travel 
patterns and also to assess indirect effects of the LRT 
implementation on a number of resources. 

Resource-Specific Study Area The resource-specific study areas vary by resource, and in many 
cases the EMM identifies different study areas for the assessment of 
direct and indirect impacts, respectively, for a given resource. The 
identification of resource specific study areas allows the analysis to 
be tailored such that it is appropriate for each resource of concern. 

Ridership  The number of rides taken by people using a public transportation 
system in a given time period.  

Right-of-way  Publicly owned land that can be acquired and used for transportation 
purposes.  

Riparian Areas Lands adjacent to waterbodies. Riparian areas are transitional 
between terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems, through which surface 
and subsurface hydrology connects waterbodies with their adjacent 
uplands. Riparian areas are adjacent to streams, lakes and 
estuarine-marine shorelines and provide a variety of ecological 
functions and services and help improve or maintain local water 
quality. 

Stakeholders  Non-federal agencies with interest in the project are referred to as 
Stakeholders. The Stakeholders include: community, agency, 
municipal, and other representatives from Xcel Energy, Medical 
Center of Aurora, businesses, developers, and representatives of 
the Anschutz/Fitzsimons Medical Campus. 

State Implementation Plan  A state plan mandated by the Clean Air Act Amendments that 
contains procedures to monitor, control, maintain and enforce 
compliance with national standards for air quality.  
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Term Definition 

Transit Oriented Development (TOD)  An initiative to build transit ridership, while discouraging sprawl, 
improving air quality, and helping to coordinate a new type of 
community for residents. Situated at or around transit stops, TODs 
are compact, mixed-use developments that are also referred to as 
Transit Oriented Communities or Transit Villages.  

Transit System  An organization (public or private) providing local or regional multi-
occupancy vehicle passenger service. Organizations that provide 
service under contract to another agency are generally not counted 
as separate systems.  

Vehicle-miles traveled (VMT)/Vehicle 
Hours of Travel (VHT) 

Measures of travel demand and congestion. 

 
 


