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Figure 3.8-1 
Typical Downing Street Segment 

 
 

Figure 3.8-2 
Typical 36th Street Segment 
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3.8.2 Environmental Consequences 
Impacts are determined by evaluating the Preferred Alternative and its potential to disrupt the 
pre-existing visual and aesthetic context. Visual resources such as local planning and zoning 
documents, photos, aerial imagery, site visits, and draft engineering drawings assisted in the 
determination of visual impacts. Impacts to visual resources are evaluated for: 

• Blocking or impeding views of scenic value such as downtown Denver’s skyline 
• Changing the existing visual character or quality of the site 
• Consistency with the visual resource protection policies and goals stated in the 

comprehensive plans and ordinances 
 
3.8.2.1 No Action Alternative 
The No Action Alternative would result in no direct, indirect, or temporary construction impacts 
to visual and aesthetic qualities.  
 
3.8.2.2 Preferred Alternative 
The Preferred Alternative would have minor impacts on local visual and aesthetic qualities. 
 
Direct Impacts 
The alignment bisects commercial, industrial, and to a limited extent, residential areas. 
Accordingly, visual impacts of in-traffic rail transit and permanent catenary and support 
infrastructure poles would be noticeable to the surrounding public. These changes, however, 
would not significantly block views of downtown Denver’s skyline, change the overall visual 
character or quality of the project area, or be inconsistent with visual resource protection 
policies or plans. 
 
Although the Preferred Alternative would change aspects of the visual and aesthetic qualities 
throughout the corridor, the changes would be consistent with the corridor’s overall urban 
commercial and industrial setting and the existing uses in a transportation corridor. Changes 
would be perceived most along Downing Street where low- and mid-density residential areas 
are present. Changes to the street’s visual aesthetic include the movement of rail transit 
vehicles that intermittently affect views and catenary wires and support poles that would 
permanently affect views from local residences. Nevertheless, the project area is predominantly 
characterized by commercial uses that would be consistent with the operation of light rail 
vehicles. Generally, the visual context of this landscape will remain unchanged - a highly 
urbanized area. Permanent visual impacts include views of transit infrastructure and periodic 
passbys of rail transit vehicles. 
 
Change in visual aesthetic experienced along the corridor is illustrated for a representative 
location (Downing Street at 34th Street, facing northwest) by computer simulation in 
Figure 3.8-3 and Figure 3.8-4. These computer simulations compare the existing visual 
condition versus that of the Preferred Alternative.  
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Figure 3.8-3 
Existing Condition: Downing Street at 34th Street 

 
 
 

Figure 3.8-4 
Proposed Condition: Downing Street at 34th Street (Simulated) 
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Indirect Impacts 
The 38th/Blake station may facilitate indirect impacts as a result of transit oriented development. 
This area may experience more intensive development, thereby changing the visual character 
near the station. 
 
Temporary Construction Impacts 
The construction of the Preferred Alternative would result in temporary visual disturbances to 
areas under construction. Because the majority of the project area is urban and non-residential, 
these temporary impacts would be negligible. 
 
3.8.3 Mitigation 
Table 3.8-1 summarizes the impacts to visual and aesthetic qualities by the Preferred 
Alternative and mitigation measures. 
 

Table 3.8-1 
Visual and Aesthetic Qualities Impacts and Mitigation Related to the Preferred Alternative 

Impacts Mitigation 
Direct Impacts 
• Project features that present the potential for 

visual change include overhead catenary and 
trackway. 

• During final design, consolidation of street 
lights, traffic signal, and overhead catenary 
poles will be considered to minimize visual 
impact. 

• Use round catenary poles consistent with 
surrounding visual character. 

 
Indirect Impacts 
• Possible densification of land uses near the 

38th/Blake station. This area may develop 
with taller buildings that would change the 
visual surroundings near the station. 

• No mitigation required. 

Temporary Construction Impacts 
• Temporary disturbances to areas under 

construction and the potential for construction 
vehicle and equipment storage. 

• Restore the ground surfaces outside of the 
trackway to their original condition after 
project construction, where feasible. 
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